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HOLLAND, IA                                                    November - December 2016 

HEARTL INE  
T h e  C o l f a x  C e n t e r  

         True Masculinity                                                                                               
        Secret and Tolerated Sins 

 
“When David's time to die drew near, he commanded Solomon his son, saying, “I am about to go the way of 
all the earth. Be strong, and show yourself a man, and keep the charge of the Lord your God, walking in his ways 

and keeping his statutes, his commandments, his rules, and his testimonies, as it is written in the Law of     
Moses, that you may prosper in all that you do and wherever you turn…”  1 Kings 2:1-3 

 

What does it mean to be a man?  There is a lot of conversation today about manhood and masculinity.     
Does true manhood mean that you must get angry—grunt, sweat, fight and swear?  Well, there are times  
when men must “put up their dukes.”  There is a time and season for fighting—fighting battles that are      

important and weighty.  One primary battle that is worth fighting for is the battle against secret sin.  One writer 
has said, “Sin breeds sin, and hidden sin breeds more hidden sin.  But as sin accumulates, it becomes impossi-

ble for the sinner to ‘manage.’  So the principle is that as secret sin grows, and when it grows, it assumes a 
form that is not nearly as pleasant as the initial sin was.”  A great visual of this is found in the 1984 movie  
classic Gremlins.  When water is spilled on little Gizmo—gremlins are spawned and hatched and eventually 

take over the city.  They could not be controlled—and the destruction and devastation was massive.  A great 
Biblical example of this is found in the life of King David, someone considered to be a “man after God’s 
heart.”  In 2 Samuel 11 we are told the story of David’s detour from God.  I’m sure that before his affair   

with Bathsheba, David was not angry with her husband Uriah.  From all accounts Uriah was a God-fearing 
man, the kind of man that David would be glad to have in his army.  Yet, because he sought to keep secret  

his sin of adultery, David could no longer ‘manage.’  His sin quickly grew from laziness to lust—from lust to 
abuse of power—from abuse of power to adultery—from adultery to lying—from lying to getting another 

man intoxicated—from getting another intoxicated to murder.  Secret sin never remains alone—but quickly 
gives birth to other sins.  Secret sin—when it remains hidden in the heart and not repented of—is destructive 

not only to the individual, but to all of those around him or her.  Secret sin sucks the spiritual life, strength 
and vigor out of the heart.  Secret sin keeps us from pursuing God with an undivided heart.  Secret sin keeps 
us in the pattern of darkness—and in the darkness there is no joy, peace or sense of God’s nearness.  Secret 
sin turns us inward and shrivels the soul.  True masculinity (Be strong and show yourself a man) means that we 
must wage war against the passions of the flesh.  This can be done by walking in the light of God’s Word and 
in fellowship with others.  We need the communion of other brothers to hold us accountable and encourage us in 

this life.  We cannot walk through this life in isolation.  We are to bear the burdens of others, which means 
that we must know what is burdening our brothers and sisters.  Essentially, the Christian life is meant to be 
lived together—within community.  Through the power of Jesus Christ, He has defeated the power of sin  

and death.  This means that genuine change is possible—but it is never meant to happen in isolation.         
Isolation breeds darkness, and darkness breeds Gremlins… 

Pastor Robby 
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The Amazing Journey  
of  a Shoebox Gift Begins with You  

and Results in Evangelism, Discipleship, and Multiplication. 
 

Harold Whitsell is coordinating this effort.  We are so thankful for your giving in the past and 
look forward to what we as a church can do this year in providing shoeboxes to children.   

The last day to bring shoeboxes to the church is Sunday, November 13.   
Shoeboxes can be picked up and dropped off  in the Narthex.   

Children who would like to fill a shoebox with their family, please see your Sunday School teacher 
for a shoebox.   

Please place $7 in an envelope inside the box for shipping (checks made out to Samaritan’s Purse 
with OCC on the memo line).   

Thank you. 

           Samaritan’s Purse 
Operation Christmas Child 2016 

 
Colfax Center’s Angel Tree Project 2016 

 

       
       You are invited to take an angel tag 
      (beginning November 27th)  
      from the Angel Tree in the Narthex;  
     purchase the small gift written on the  
     angel tag and place the gift along with 
 the angel tag under the angel tree  
     on or before December 11th.   
 

 
The Colfax Care Team will gather the gifts and take them to the boys in 
the Corbett Miller cottage at the Boys State Training School in Eldora.   
 
Please feel free to help yourself to as many angels as you wish.   
 
The gift requests on the angel tags consist of puzzle books (Word 
Search, Crosswords, Sudoku), plain knit stocking cap in navy or black (no 
emblems please) or books of Forever Postage Stamps.   
 
Please contact Beck Randall (319-239-5591) with questions. 
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TRUNK ‘n TREAT  
2016 

Thank you to everyone who 
helped with  

Trunk and Treat 2016.  
Whether it was serving food,  

decorating a trunk or showing 
your support in any way -  

it was very much appreciated!   
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TRUNK & TREAT 2016 Cont’d 

 Thank you, Kristie Salo,  
for organizing and making  

Trunk and Treat 2016  
so much fun!!! 
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TRUNK and TREAT 2016 
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Christmas 2016 
 

              “A Christmas to Believe In!”  
 
      will be presented by the children  
           of Colfax Center Church  
        on Sunday, December 18th.   
 
          Please contact Amy Launstein ,  
program director, if you would like to help. 
 

Rehearsals will be held December 4th and 11th during the Sunday School hour (11:00-11:45 am) 
and December 7th and 14th during the midweek class time (6:30-7:30 pm). 
 
We thank all parents with children of Sunday School age for making it possible for your children 
to participate in this tradition of the church.   
 
Luke 18:16 But Jesus called the children to him and said, “Let the little children come to me, and 
do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.” 

 
Midweek Meals and Classes Holiday Schedule 

 

 
In December, two midweek school sessions on December 7th and 14th will 
be devoted to Christmas program practice.  The 6:00 pm midweek meal will 
be served as usual followed by rehearsal 6:30-7:30 pm. 
 
The schedule for Wednesday, December 21st is yet to be determined.  
Please watch the bulletin for future 
announcements. 
 
The second half of the midweek pro-
gram will resume January 11 through 
February 22.   
 
Please watch the Colfax Center 
Church Kids Facebook page, KNWS 
and KWWL for announcements in the 
event of inclement weather.   
 
Any “snow dates” will be made up in 
March. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiMs6mXmPnPAhUqslQKHWUJCukQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fkidsministryresources.com%2Fhow-to-start-a-midweek-childrens-ministry-class%2F&psig=AFQjCNE_TC1HyKKTFTsJXqpkIa9m
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Thank You to: 
 

 The Jones’ family for sharing flowers on September 25th from Sharon’s funeral. 
 

 The Van Deest family for sharing flowers and a peace lily on  
October 9th from Margaret’s funeral. 

 
 Amy Launstein for sharing beautiful mums on September 11th. 
 
 Joe & Joann Junker for sharing mums on September 18th in 
memory of their 60th wedding anniversary. 

 
 Carolyn Harberts for sharing flowers in memory of her brother, Floyd, on September 25th 

and October 2nd. 

 
We extend our sympathy  

to the family and friends of 
Sharon Jones and  

Margaret Van Deest. 

              
 
 
 

Need a Ride? 
If you need a ride to church, Sunday 

School, doctor appointments or any other 
transportation needs, please call: 

 
Richard Lamfers 319-825-6789 (home) 

                      319-415-2597 (cell) 
Or 

Eldon Kruger 319-824-6831 
 

If you are interested in singing with a 
choir on Sunday, November 20th,  

practices are being held Wednesday,  
November 9th and 16th at 7:30 pm  

at the church.  
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               The Ruths and Esthers met on Monday, October 10th, 2016,  
     1:30 pm at the church.   
 
                                                       Fran had opening devotions.  She had a reading, “Timely Tips”, based  
     on Hebrews 4:12-16 (See below for the reading.)   Fran’s second read- 
     ing was “If God Should Go On Strike.”  She then closed in prayer. 
 
 
Fran reported two roses in a vase had been given to Joe and Joann Junker in honor of their 60th wedding 
anniversary.  She also read a Thank You received from the Junkers.  A discussion was held and then decid-
ed that two new stools would be purchased for the kitchen.  Karen D will order.  A Thank You along with 
a gift to the WIC for serving at the Margaret Van Deest funeral was received.  There was no other busi-
ness. 
 
Wava presented our lesson, “Friday: Trial”, taken from John 18:28-19:16.  She first opened with prayer.  As 
we studied each verse, we learned that even though Jesus was crucified unjustly, he willingly submitted to 
death for our sins, providing forgiveness and a model of grace for each one of us.  Take the time to read 
the account of Jesus’ arrest, when he went to trial, was whipped, a crown of thorns put on his head, struck 
in the face and finally sentenced to be crucified.  As Jesus said to Pilate, “You are right in saying I am a 
King.  In fact, for this reason, I was born and for this I came into the world to testify to the truth..  Every-
one on the side of truth listens to me.”  Where do you stand? 
 
A delicious lunch was served by Imogene and Karen D.  A time of fellowship was enjoyed by all. 
 
     

          Karen F Kruger 
Secretary 

A BIBLE TIP:  Hebrews 4:12-16 

 

A MEMORY TIP - “For the ways of man are before the eyes of the Lord, and he pondereth all his goings.”  Proverbs 5:21 

 

A TIMELY TIP - A man who didn’t have a very good crop on his farm looked with envy over at his neighbor’s corn field.  

There he saw a very wonderful crop.  One day he decided he would sneak over there and steal some of the corn.  He took his little 
boy with him and told the boy to keep a lookout all around the field and give his father warning in case anyone should come along. 
 
Quickly, the man opened the sack he had brought with him.  First he looked one way, then another.  When it was quite evident that 
t6here was no one around, he began to fill the sack with his neighbor’s corn.  Just as he dropped the first ear of corn in his old sack, 
his little boy cried out, “Father, there is one way you haven’t looked yet.”  Immediately the father stopped.  He took a step closer to 
the place where his son was standing and looked about, almost expecting to see someone coming. 
 
“Where?”, he called. 
 
The little boy looked up at his father and said calmly, “You forgot to look up.” 
 
The father was so conscience-stricken that he dropped the sack, took his little boy by the hand and returned home - without his neigh-
bor’s corn. 
 
The scriptures tell us that “a little child shall lead them.”  This has often been the case.  A young child can sometimes reach the heart 
of his father when no one else is able to do so. 
 
We too, can learn from those who are younger than we - younger in years and younger in the faith.  The father thought he had looked 
in every direction, but he had forgotten the most important way - UP. 
 
When you are tempted to do something wrong, when you think you will not be seen by anyone, remember to take one more look - 
UP.  If you do this, chances are you will not commit the sin. 
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To Our Colfax Church Family, 
      
     Wow.  We are so incredibly humbled by the love 
and support we received over the past few weeks 
with the Adoption of our son, Kaden Timothy on 
September 19, 2016.  Thank you for all of the cards, 
prayers, gifts, love, encouragement and to all those 
who came in person to celebrate with us.  We truly 
thank you and appreciate you!  We felt so very 
loved! 

Nick, Kristle, Devin, Eden and 
Kaden Davis 

 
Colfax Center Church, 
      
     Thank you so much for inviting Wings of 
Refuge to be a part of your Mission Feast this year - 
what an incredible and inspiring tradition!  Also, 
thank you for your questions, desire to get involved 
and generous gifts.   
     Together you provided 142 hours of restorative 
care and support to one of the brave women at 
Wings of Refuge!! 

With gratitude, 
 

Kelly, Joy and  
all of us at Wings of Refuge 

To my dear church family, 
 
     Thank you for the party for my 94th birthday.  
For all the beautiful cards, flowers, goodies and 
gifts.  Most of all for your presence. 

Love, 
Carrie Kruger 

     
      We’d like to thank all who helped Mom 
throughout her Christian life here.  Special thanks 
to Pastor Robby and those who visited her at home, 
the hospital and the Western Home.  Special thanks 
to Linda, Becky, Chuck & Ruth for bringing the 
DVD’s while she was home.  Also thanks to Sandy 
& Pat for the music during her memorial service, 
Mike for the video and Richard and Eldon for being 
ushers. 

Steve Jones and   
the Jerry Kessler Family 

 

Dear Colfax Family, 
 
     Thank you for the wonderful gifts we received 
for Doug Jr. at the diaper shower and to everyone 
who made and brought us food after he was born.  
We appreciate all of it and couldn’t ask for a more 
loving and supportive church family. 

Love, 

The Wiers Family 

      
      A big thank you to everyone for making my 
60th birthday a good one.  Thanks to everyone who 
visited, sent cards, gifts and well wishes.  A special 
thank you to my family.  You are wonderful. 

Curt Tjepkes 

      
     Sincere thanks to all who remembered us with 
prayers, cards and expressions of sympathy at the 
time of sister Sharon’s death. 
 

LuRay & Pat Neessen 

      
     We would like to say “Thank You” to all who 
remembered us with beautiful cards, flowers and 
gifts for our 60th anniversary.  We were truly 
overwhelmed. 
     “Thank You” to Pastor Robby for his calls and 
prayers. 
     “Thank You” to Colfax Center Care Team, 
friends and neighbors for delicious meals. 
     “Thank You” to everyone for prayers and cards 
following my cornea transplant surgery. 

Joe & Joann Junker 
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Pastor Robby and Susie 
invite  

you and your family to a  
Christmas Open House  

at their home on Sunday, 
December 4th,  
4:00-7:00 pm. 
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November-December 
 COFFEE FELLOWSHIP 

 
   Nov 6 -   Marvin & Verone Nederhoff 
   Nov 13 - Serving Group 1 (Veterans Day) 
   Nov 20 - Scott & Jill Borchardt 
   Nov 27 - Elaine & Lorraine Sents 
    
   Dec 4 -   Dave & Victoria Pruin 
   Dec 11 - Eldon & Linda Kruger 
   Dec 18 - Jesse, Lori & Mardean Willis 
   Dec 25 - Chad & Kathy Pruisner 
 

November-December 
 FLOWER SCHEDULE 

 
   Nov 6   - Fran Harms 
   Nov 13 - Karen Kruger 
   Nov 20 - Still Available 
   Nov 27 - Still Available 
 
   Dec 4   -  Poinsettias 
   Dec 11 -  Poinsettias 
   Dec 18 -  Poinsettias 
   Dec 25 -  Poinsettias 

 

The little brown  
envelopes for donating to  

Christmas Sacks and  
Pastor Robby & his family’s  
Christmas Gift  

will be in the Narthex in December.  
Please place them in the offering plate 

by December 18. 
 

If you are unable to pick one up and 
would like to  

contribute, you can send your donation 
to:  

Colfax Center Church, 
18935 K Ave, Holland 50642 

Attn:  Karen Dieken 
 

Thank You! 

 
Let’s fill the 
church with  

poinsettias in 
memory of our 

loved ones.   
 

You can bring them to the lobby of 
the Educational Wing starting  

December 4th. 
 

Please write your name and the name 
of the person(s) in whose memory it 
is being shared on the bottom of the 

plant. 
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Missionaries of the Month 

For November - Tom & Leslie Johnson and 
Chaplain Guardian Corps 

For December - Glen & Gayle Beckwith & 
Mike & Judy Christian 

If you would like to receive updates from our missionaries, 
please let Karen Dieken know and she will add you                                                      

to the distribution list so you can pray for them. 

Some of Kiley Willis’ Colfax Supporters!   (Missing at least 7 others.) 

 



 

13

 

 November Birthdays 
 

 1  - Blake Eberline 
 2  - Ken Harken, Doug Wiers 
 3 -  Greeley Everts 
 4  - Kaselynn Nisius  
 5  - Kaden Davis, Dorothea Kruger 
 7  - Waylon Stahl 
 8  - Kristine Wiers 
 9  - LuRay Neessen, Rob Weissenfluh,             
 Mackenzie Heeren,  
 Addilynn Heeren 
11 - Victoria Pruin, Janet Scott, Delwyn 
 Tjepkes 
16 - David Diamond, Mallory Morris, 
 Marvin Nederhoff           
17 - Willie Hennig, Denise Lamfers 
19 - Amanda Harken 
21 - Ashley Kuhlman, Melaina Morris 
23 - Mike Dieken 
26 - Ethel Buskohl, Jordan Launstein 
27 - Charlize Arends, Kendall Neessen 
28 - Bill Kuhlman 
29 - Amy Stahl 
 

December Birthdays 

 

 2   - Doris Fritz, Wendy  Reifsteck 
 6   - Lynn Kruger 
10 - Mollie Grames 
11 - Julie Harrenstein, Tom Simms,  
  Marlys Vogt 
13 - Jolyn Stahl  
17 - Denise Lamfers  
18 - Carol Blythe, Carl Kruger 
19 - Quinten Eberline 
20 - Jordyn England, Minetta Tjepkes,  
  Erin Richtsmeier 
 

December Birthdays Cont’d 

 

22 - Doris Kuhlman, Chad Pruisner,   
  Mardean Willis 
23 - Amber Eberline, Carlie Willis 
25 - Briar Klaver 
26 - Hannah Redix,  Alexis VanZuuk 
27 - Brooks Annesley, Mary Bakker,  
  Jake Hemmen, Dirk Janssen, Drew Janssen 
30 - Dorothy Westerman 
 
 

Early January Birthdays 
 

 2 -  Toni Arends, 
 3 -  Amanda Harken, Brett Morris,  
  Sarah Steinmeyer  
 4 -  Allen Seehusen, Ryan Stahl 
 5 -  Angie Bech, Joyce Stahl 
 8 -  Kathy Anderson, Emily Crosley,  
  George Schmidt 

GRUNDY CENTER  
CABLE CHANNEL 

NOV-JAN 
 

 
First Baptist   Nov 1 & 6 
St. Gabriel Catholic   Nov 8 & 13  
First Presbyterian   Nov 15 & 20 
United Methodist   Nov 22 & 27 
Ivester Church of Brethren Nov 29; Dec 4
  
 
American Lutheran   Dec 6 & 11  
Bethany Presbyterian  Dec 13 & 18  
Colfax Center Presbyterian Dec 20 & 25 
First Baptist   Dec 27 & Jan 1
  
St. Gabriel Catholic   Jan 3 & 8 
First Presbyterian   Jan 10 & 15  
United Methodist   Jan 17 & 22  
Ivester Church of Brethren Jan 24 & 29 
American Lutheran Church Jan 31 & Feb 5
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